Chapter Eight

ACTIVITIES  OF THE  GESTAPO
THE   CZECHS   WERE   VERY   MUCH   EMBITTERED   AT   BEING

left in the lurch by their Democratic allies. After the
disruption of Czechoslovakia in September 1928, it was
a matter of indifference whether the * Czech rump', as
the German Press called the Republic, was occupied
or not, for the body of the State had been organically
destroyed and was no longer capable of independent
life. Further there had begun a system of espionage by
Germans. When I visited foreign friends in the Hotel
Esplanade in November 1938, I was warned by the
political police that the Gestapo had their agents there
and that I should be cautious. We all knew who the
Gestapo agents were and that all the guests were being
watched, but nothing could be done about it, for the
German Secretary of State turned every arrest into a
major political incident and this it was desired to avert
at all costs. In fact, tremendous efforts were made to
pacify and soothe the Germans, since it was known that
the Anglo-French frontier guarantees would not be
implemented and that Hitler could not be relied upon
to keep his word.

That the Gestapo has its agents everywhere is no
longer a secret and in Prague they had been at work for
years, observing the activities of German immigrants, and
later of the Czechs. When the Czech Government finally
found itself compelled, for reasons of foreign policy, to
forbid the political activities of the emigres, it had appar-
endy forgotten that the founders of the Czech state had
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